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GOOD NEWS IS LOUDER THAN FEAR ‘

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ

A welcoming Christ-centered community...



Christmas Eve Dec 24, 2025
4:00pm Worship

We’re Glad You’re Here!
Welcome: St. Paul's creates experiences of joyful fellowship where children,
youth, adults, and the elderly build open and honest relationships of mutual
support. In welcoming the ongoing transformative power of the Holy Spirit, we
find freedom from social stigmas and shame. This in turn empowers us to
address isolation and marginalization in ourselves and in our wider community.

Today’s Scripture Readings
Luke 2:1-20

Worship Leaders
Ministers of the Gospel — All Who Gather for God’s Worship
Worship Leader— Rev Deborah Parker-Hill
Reader — Janeen Adil
Ushers — Paul & Wanda Druzba
Accompanist — Barb Moyer
Acolyte — Doug Johnson

Flower Dedication
Poinsettias in memory, or honor, of the congregation’s loved ones

Join us for Sunday Morning Music & Worship
9:30 — 10:30am Sunday In-Person / Zoom Worship

Connect online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86359317508
Or by phone to listen to the service:
Call 1-646-876-9923 and when prompted, enter the meeting ID: 863 5931 7508

300 West First Street, Birdsboro PA 19508
610-582-8461 + office@stpaulsbirdsboro.org +
www.stpaulsbirdsboro.org

Church wifi: StPauls / havefaith



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86359317508
mailto:office@stpaulsbirdsboro.org

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude
(please rise, in body or in spirit)

Call to Worship

Leader: On this holy night, we come,
All: dazzled and awe-struck, ready to sing alongside the angels.
Leader: On this holy night, we come,
All: eager and hopeful, ready to journey alongside the shepherds.
Leader: On this holy night, we come,
All: quietly and tenderly, ready to wonder alongside Mary and Joseph.
Leader: On this holy night, we come,
All: singing, trusting, believing, proclaiming: good news is louder than fear!
Leader: On this holy night, we come,
All: ready to worship Emmanuel, God-with-us. Let us worship God

together!

Carol: “O Come All Ye Faithful” WHM #133, all verses
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155 O Come, All Ye Faithful

“Moraauar if is required in stawards that one be found faithful.” ADESTE FIDELES

Latin: John F, Wade sl 1ot Tohn F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi
Te, by Frederiek Oulealey Descant by Fred Bock
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Lighting of the Christ Candle

Reader: In a fearful world, where do you see the presence of God?
People: We see God’s fingerprints all around us.

We see God in the beauty of the stars.

We see God in the love of this community.

We see God in the dreams we hold for a better world.

Reader: You are right. Even in a fearful world, God is here. God is all around,
within, and among us. On this holy night, we light the Christ Candle as a
reminder of this good news. May this flicker of light help us remember that
even in a fearful world, God’s love is all around us.

(acolyte lights the Christ candle)
Carol: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” WHM #137, verse 1

Hark! The herald angels sings,
“Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sings,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

(please be seated)



Prayer for Transformation and New Life

Leader: Friends, on the night of Jesus’ birth, a crowd of angels appeared before
a group of lowly shepherds to tell them the good news. The angels could
have gone to Herod’s house. The angels could have sung in the city
square. The angels could have shared the good news with the most
important and powerful, but instead they told a group of back-country
shepherds. The angel's message was clear: this is good news of great joy
for all people. The good news of this night is for you too — no matter who
you are. So join me in drawing closer to God who has already drawn close
to us. Let us pray:

All: God of angel choruses, you hang the stars in the sky, but we do not
notice them. You fill the night with angelic song, but we do not hear
it. You send shepherds to tell the good news, but we do not believe
them. You bring love into the world, but we do not seek it. Quiet the
fear in us that works to rationalize, minimize, and distract from the
good news you put forth into the world. Tune our hearts back to your
song. With hope we pray...

(a moment of quiet reflection)

Words of Grace

Leader: When the angels arrived in the field that night, the shepherds were
afraid. But the angels said: “Do not be afraid. | am bringing you good news
of great joy for all people.” The good news is: grace radically extended,
welcome always offered, belonging never restricted, love freely given,
embodied in the one whose birth we celebrate. Friends, we are seen,
loved, forgiven and welcomed.

People: Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen.



We Listen For God’s Word: Scripture
Prayer for lllumination

Luke 2:1-7 [page #44]

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver
her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.

Carol: “Away in a Manger” WHM #128, verse 1

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky all looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

Luke 2:8-14 [page #44]

8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!”



Carol: “Angels We Have Heard on High” WHM #132, verse 1

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains.
Glo-ri-a
In excelsis De-o,
Glo-ri-a
In excelsis De-o.

Luke 2:15-20 [page #44]

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been
told them.

Carol: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” WHM #143, verse 1

O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light:

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

Sermon: Good News is Louder than Fear

Carol: “Go Tell it on the Mountain” WHM #139, all verses
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this Child “—Lyhe 2:17

"Now when they had seen Him, they made widely krown the saping . . .
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GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAINS

American Folk Song
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Evening Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Leader: Our Creator,
All: who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Offering

Carol: “What Child is This?” NCH #148, all verses

From The New Century Hymnal. Copyright © 71995 The Pilgrim Press.
Permission is granted for this one-time use.



CHRISTMAS

What Child Is This 148

William C. Dix, 1865; ait Lutke 2.7-14, 25-33; Muas. 2:11; Jobm I:14;

John 101 6b-18, 34
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1 Whatchild is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y's lap is  gleep - ing?
2 Why lies the Childin  man-ger bare where ox and ass sre  feed - ing?
3 Bring gifts of in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in ju - bi - la - tion:

2 - .

Whom an - gels greet with  an-thems sweet while shep-herds waich are keep-ing?
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The Ho - ly Child, thoughmeek and mild, has come with God's sal - va - tion.
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Joy, joy, for Christ is bom, the babe, the child of Mar - y!
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Holy Communion

Invitation to the Table

Communion Prayer —The Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: God is with us!

People: We are not alone!

Pastor: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to God!

Pastor: Let us give thanks.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: O God of wonder, we come to this table to be surrounded by the mystery
of heaven’s radiance. Lift us from the ordinary, that we may be touched by
things extraordinary this night, and with the choirs of angels join in
praising:

All: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace, goodwill
among all people!

Pastor: We praise you for coming to humankind in ways we humans can grasp,
for being born a Child for all children.

All: For a child has been born to us, a son given to us; authority rests upon
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Pastor: We thank you for Jesus’ life among us, living as the human One for all
humankind, and the promise of new life always.

All: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Words of Institution
Words of Consecration

Sharing the Meal



Communion will be served by intinction this evening.

Please come forward to the chancel area as you feel moved.
One-by-one accept the bread and then move to the cup. Dip the bread into the
chalice and consume. One chalice contains wine (dark) and the other grape juice
(light). All of the bread is gluten-free. If you are unable to come forward, let an
usher know and Communion will be brought to you.

Those not communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

All: Most gracious God, source of all blessing, we give you thanks for
inviting us to share this meal as your family. Grant that the angels’ song
may be continually on our lips and Christ’s light may radiate in our
lives, that we may bear the good news of your love in a dark and waiting
world. Amen.

Candle Lighting
Pastor will light the ushers’ candles from the Christ candle. Ushers will pass the
light from their candles to persons at the end of each pew along the center
aisles. Pass it on to the next person in your pew. Persons receiving light tilt
candle toward person giving light.
Do not tilt the lit candles! Please be careful with the flame.
We will listen to the instrumentalists play “Silent Night” through once and then
we will join in singing.

Guitar: Paul Rahn
Piano: Barb Moyer

Hymn: “Silent Night” WHM #151, all verses
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Silent Night, Holy Night

"Forunto x3 o Child i borm, unto us o Son is given. “—Fadah 96
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Benediction

Hymn: “Joy to the World” WHM #135, all verses
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135 Joy to the World!
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Postlude

Liturgy adapted from:

“What Do You Fear? Insisting on Hope this Advent,” © 2025 A Sanctified Art,
www.sanctifiedart.org

Come to the Table: Communion Liturgies of Invitation to Celebrate and Experience the Love of
God, © 2020 Michelle Henrichs, Life in the Labyrinth LLC.

+++++++++++F A+

Announcements

Pastor Deb will be on vacation from Dec 25" through Jan 1. Any concerns,
please reach out to Doug Johnson.

The Pension Boards — Donate to The Christmas Fund

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay
employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing
emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and
Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees.
Please consider making a donation.

“...when they saw the STAR, they were filled with JOY...” Matthew 2:10

The Southeast Berks Ministerium provided gift cards from Redners and Boyers
to the Daniel Boone School District to give to families for a Christmas dinner.

St Paul's UCC Birdsboro donated 7 gift cards in the amount of $100 each.

Thank you all for your generosity.

Our Daily Bread for December/January/February 2025-2026 has arrived! Pick
up your copy today!

“Prayers of the People” — Our current Elders will be holding meetings on the 4"
Thursday evening of each month at 6pm via Zoom. All are welcome including
phone participants. Contact Pat Babel at 484-949-5033 to be included in the
email distribution. Thank you!



Caring Closet starting for 2025-2026 school year

Ashley Giriffith, the coordinator for the Daniel Boone School District’'s “Caring

Closet” sent a flyer to the church asking for the following:

* Boys underwear for our Primary Center & Intermediate Center, S-XL &
4/5-12; & all sizes for Middle & High School

*Girls underwear for our Primary Center & Intermediate Center, S-XL &
4/5-12; & all sizes for Middle & High School

*Universal items such as applesauce squeeze pouches & individual
goldfish snacks; children’s toothpaste & toothbrushes; deodorant;
tampons & panty liners

Bible Study is held in the upper room in the church each Sunday beginning at
8:30am. Join us for good conversation and discussion about the books of the
bible.

Boyer’s 1% Caring & Sharing — When shopping at Boyer’s don’t forget to have
the cashier scan your 1% Caring & Sharing card (this card has St. Paul’'s name
printed on the back of it). Every time you use the card Boyer’s will give St. Paul’s
a rebate check totaling 1% of the total purchases made by those who used the
card. This is a simple and easy way to help St. Paul's. If you don’t have a card
but would like one, please contact the church office.

Redner’s Save-A-Tape — We are still collecting Redner’s tapes for which St.
Paul's can receive 1% of the total bill (Excluding items controlled by the
government such as tax, milk and tobacco products). Redner’s accepts receipts
for redemption up to three years from their printed date and there is no dollar
limit. Start saving tapes today! You can drop your receipts in the weekly offering
plate or mailed to the church office.

Electronic Giving is available with the Vanco Mobile App or through our website “Give”
page.
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St Paul’s Weekly Calendar

Sun, Dec 28 Worship (C)

New Millennium (CE)
Tues, Dec 30 Nancy Moyer Counseling (CE-LL)
Wed, Dec 24 Disciple Bible Study (CE)

Christmas Eve service

Christmas Day

Nancy Moyer Counseling (CE-LL)
Currently Sober (CE)

Thurs, Dec 25

Fri, Dec 26 Beginners Meeting (CE)
Sat, Dec 27 Nancy Moyer Counseling (CE-LL)
Sun, Dec 28 Worship (C)

New Millennium (CE)

This Week: Church Office Hours
Tues, Wed, & Fri 9:00am-1:00pm

This Week: Pastor Deb’s Office Hours
*away on vacation from 12/25/25 to 01/01/26*

Tues/remote 9:00am-1:00pm
Wed/in-office 9:00am-1:00pm
Thurs/remote 9:00am-1:00pm

9:30am
7pm-8pm
5:30pm-7pm
9:30am-10:30am
4pm

5:30pm-7pm
6:30-7:30pm
7pm- 8pm
8:30am —2pm
9:30am
7pm-8pm



Wanda & Paul Druzba In honor of our children and grandchildren
In memory of family that passed
Dave & Diane Johnson In honor of Esther Woomer
In memory of Roy Woomer,
Clyde and Frances Johnson, & Donna Hinks
Barb & Barry Kerper In honor of our grandchildren
In memory of Barb and Joe Kerper
& Joseph McCalicher
Paul & Debbie Rahn In memory of Rev Paul and Janice Rahn,
& Nate Clemens
Nancy Dragan & family ~ In memory of Kenny Dragan
Nancy & Stewart Hughes In honor of Bill & Ethel Hughes
In memory of Charles & Fern Mountz

Paul & Debbie Rahn In memory of Rev Paul and Janice Rahn
In memory of Donald and Mary Jane Hunsberger
Doug Johnson In memory of Clyde & Frances Johnson,
& Donna Hinks
Janeen & Tom Adil In memory of our parents
Pastor Deb Parker-Hill In honor of Laura Schwartz and Eloise Schwartz

In memory of Maj. Frank C Parker I



