
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

We are a welcoming, Christ-centered community  
called to embody, nurture and share God’s Loving Light 

both within St. Paul’s and our wider community. 
 

www.stpaulsbirdsboro.org 



Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time  October 22nd, 2017 
9:30 am Worship 
 

We Rejoice that You are Here! 
 

Welcome: Inspired by Christ and his ministry of God’s invitation, we proclaim, “No matter 

where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!” 
 

Restrooms: These are located on the basement level of the church. Either go through the double 

doors in the front of the sanctuary and turn right to go downstairs, or use the stairwell in the back 

of the sanctuary and then walk through the fellowship hall. 
 

Children: Children of all ages are welcome within our worship services, so that they may learn 

how to worship God. (We readily expect to hear their presence and recognize their occasional 

need for a “break” from the worship space.) Children’s activity bags, for use during the service, 

are available by both entrances to the sanctuary. A nursery, located beyond the double doors in 

the front of the sanctuary, is also available for children up to 5 years old. Please see a greeter for 

assistance.  
 

Pew pads: Found along the center aisle, these are a great way for us to get to know you, and to 

share our welcome and thanks for your presence. Please fill out the pew pad and pass it along to 

your neighbor, before returning it to the center aisle.  
 

Hearing amplification devices: These personal devices are available for your use. Directly 

connected into our sound system, they make it possible to hear those leading worship without 

amplifying background noises. Please see our sound person for assistance. 
 

Remember: As we enter into worship, turn off or silence your cell phone, pager, or watch chime. 

Your presence is a blessing to God and to us! Please feel free to share with us any ways in which 

we might be a blessing to you in this journey of faith and life. 
 

Get Connected: To become involved in the ministries of St. Paul’s, to grow in discipleship, or 

just to learn more, signup online for the weekly E-news or monthly Cornerstone Newsletter, like 

us on Facebook, give us a call, or send an email. It is our joy to journey with you! 
 

 
Today’s Scripture Readings 

Isaiah 45: 1-7  +  Psalm 96: 1-6   +  Matthew 22:15-22 
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Order of Worship 
 

 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

(Please rise in body or in spirit) 
 

Hymn:  “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”    

 

 

 



Call to Worship 
Leader: Caesar, did you create the stars, hurl them to the reaches of the universe; did you 

 issue rules that keep the planets in place? 

People: Can you make blood course through our veins? Or craft an otter or a 

 moonflower? 

Leader: Then keep your coins. They can’t buy what we need. 

People: God, it is your face we see in our world, our very selves, our breath and 

 love. 

Leader: We owe every single thing to you. 

All: Claim it all. Claim us. Please take us as your own. 
A. Osdieck. © 2011 

The Center for Liturgy at Saint Louis University 

 
Call to Confession 

 

(Please be seated) 
 

Corporate Confession 
 

All: I have done a lot of running this week, O Lord, but much of it was not for you. I 

have run in a lot of circles because I failed to organize my days in prayer. I have run 

down a lot of dead-end streets because I was not following the Spirit's leading. I 

have run in loneliness because I was not running for love of others. I have run with 

a  sense of heaviness because I was running under my own power. Forgive me, O 

Lord, and help me find the right track for my life again. Let me praise you as I run. 

Through Jesus Christ, who is the greatest runner of all. Amen. 
         U.S. Coast Guard Chaplaincy 

 

Silent Confession 
(A time of personal prayer for God’s healing and redeeming peace.) 

 
Assurance of Grace 

Leader: In mercy and tenderness, Christ offers us freedom and forgiveness. 

People: Thanks be to God for this gift of sacrificial love! 

 
Passing of the Peace 

Leader:   The peace of Christ be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
 

 



(During the hymn you may be seated, as children up to 9
th
 grade are dismissed to participate in age 

specific Christian Education classes for the rest of worship. Parents/guardians of first time students 

are invited to follow children to their classroom to complete registration information before 

returning to worship. Children, 3
rd

 grade and younger, must be picked up from their classes.) 

 

Hymn:  “Lord, I Want To Be a Christian”    (verses 1&4) 
 

1. Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 

In my heart, (in my heart), in my heart, (in my heart), 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 

4.   Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be more like Jesus in my heart. 
 

In my heart, (in my heart), in my heart, (in my heart), 

Lord, I want to be more like Jesus in my heart. 
Arrangement Copyright © 1992 The Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714498 

 

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 45:1-7     (p. 1131) 
The prophet affirms the sovereign power of God, the all-powerful One who is God of every nation. 

 

Psalm 96: 1-6 
(Alternating voices between the lectern side of the sanctuary and the pulpit side.) 

 

Lectern: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

Pulpit: Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 

Lectern: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

Pulpit: 
 
For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all 

 gods.
 

Lectern: For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 

Pulpit: Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his 

 sanctuary. 
 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 22:15-22     (p. 1535) 
 The Pharisees and Herodians work together to create a question they believe will be a trap for Jesus. Jesus 

instead points beyond their trickery to have both sides consider the claim that God has on humankind. 

 

Leader:   The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon 
“Coins and Mirrors” 



Prayers of the People 
(Believing in God’s truth, we open ourselves as God’s servants through prayer.) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, 

 Holy and blessed is your true name. 

 We pray for your reign of peace to come, 

 We pray that your good will be done, 

 Let heaven and earth become one. 

 Give us this day the bread we need, 

 Give it to those who have none. 

 Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 

 From each one to each one. 

 Lead us to holy innocence 

 Beyond the evil of our days —  

 Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 

 For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 

 Forever your name is All in One. 
Parker J. Palmer 

 
  

Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
(We give as an act of worship, tangibly offering ourselves to God’s service.) 

 
Offertory  

 
(Please rise in body or in spirit to sing glory to God) 

 
Doxology 

 



 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Sending Hymn:  “Take My Life and Let It Be"     #380  
 

Commissioning 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude 
 

(As the acolyte carries the Light of Christ out into the world, so too are we to carry Christ’s 
light from this sanctuary into the world, our communities, and our homes.  May the presence 

of the Spirit go with you until we gather again in the shared joy of God’s worship.) 

 
  + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 
 

Worship Leaders 
Minister – All Members 

Pastor – Rev. Joseph A Motz 

Organist -- Grace Griffith 

Minister of Christian Spirituality -- 

 Janeen Adil 

Worship Steward – Jeff Baker 

Acolyte – Ethan Nuss 

Greeters – TBD 

Ushers – Barb Kerper & Anna Oister 

 
Announcements 

Shop with Scrips // Order now through November 5 // A list of all participating vendors 

can be found on the table at the side door entrance of the church. If you have questions about the 

program, please contact Luwaina Baker at 610-582-8461 or office@stpaulsbirdsboro.org .   

 

Special Congregational Meeting // Sunday, October 29 11:00am // Church Fellowship 

Hall // A thorough presentation and discussion, on the coaching possibility, will be held 
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following worship on October 22
nd

. Additionally, there will be a vote to authorize an increase in 

the Building and Grounds budget (with the increase resulting from needed repairs to our HVAC 

systems, termite remediation, and upgrades needed during the exterior lighting installation.) 
 

Coaching Presentation & Discussion // Sunday, October 22
nd

 11:00am // Church 

Fellowship Hall // A discussion will be held regarding the possibility of engaging in a 

congregational coaching relationship with Griffith Coaching. The presentation will highlight 

learnings from the 2 day workshop attended by 22 of our members, insights on how these 

learnings might be applied to our ministry, and a time of discussion and discernment as we seek 

for God’s leading. Lunch will be provided.  
 

2018 Budget Planning Team // Thursday, November 2 ~ Tuesday, November 7 ~ 

Thursday, November 9 // You are invited to participate in developing the congregation’s 

2018 financial mission plan. The Consistory President, Treasurer, Ministry Chairs, and Pastor are 

required to be in attendance, but we want you to be there as well.  If interested, contact Richard 

Wolf at treasurer@stpaulsbirdsboro.org, or the church office at 610-582-8461 by Tuesday Nov. 

3
rd

. 
 

Prayer Around the Cross-- While there will not be a Prayer Around the Cross service in 

October, we will gather on Wed. Nov. 29, from 7-7:30 pm in St. Paul's sanctuary. Note that this 

will be the final service for 2017. Details will follow! 

 

Candy Wanted – Please drop off candy donations in the bin by the side entrance by October 

29
th
 so that we can create goody bags for our neighborhood community members. Along with the 

goodies we’ll be advertising All Saints Day Worship, Christian Education, November’s Hoagie 

Sale, and the Christmas Bazaar. Thank you for your generosity of blessings! 

 

Light In The Night (How You Can Be a Blessing) – Tuesday, October 31
st
, 6:30-8:30pm 

we will be serving our wider community by providing food, games, prizes, and crafts for our 

neighborhood trick-or-treaters and their families. This Halloween night safe zone is a great way 

for us to share God’s Loving Light brightly within our community. To participate please contact 

Star Gunn (or the church office) to sign up for one or more of our event teams: 

Setup Team: 5:00 – 6:30pm, 6-8 people needed to get all the games, tables, lights and equipment 

set up 

Event Team: 6:10 – 8:40pm, 14 people to assist with the various activities (Partial times possible) 

Cleanup Team: 8:30 – 9:15pm, 6-8 people to tear down all the games, tables, lights, and 

equipment 

 

Worship Steward Training - Have you ever thought of serving as a worship steward? If so, 

contact Pastor Joe as hour long training classes will be held in early November. 
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